
AGENDA
CALIFORNIA TRAFFIC CONTROL DEVICES COMMITTEE (CTCDC)

June 7, 2007 Meeting
110 Taylor St, San Diego, CA 92110

TIME 9:00 AM

Organization Items

1. Introduction
2. Approval of Minutes (February 15, 2007 Meeting)
3. Membership
4. Public Comments

At this time, members of the public may comment on any item not appearing on the agenda.  Matters
presented under this item cannot be discussed or acted upon by the Committee at this time.  For
items appearing on the agenda, the public is invited to make comments at the time the item is
considered by the Committee.  Any person addressing the Committee will be limited to a maximum
of five (5) minutes so that all interested parties have an opportunity to speak. When addressing
Committee, please state your name, address, and business or organization you are representing for
the record.

Agenda Items

5. Public Hearing
Prior to adopting rules and regulations prescribing uniform standards and specifications for all
official traffic control devices placed pursuant to Section 21400 of the California Vehicle Code
(CVC), the Department of Transportation is required to consult with local agencies and hold public
hearings.

06-8 FHWA’s Interim Approval  for Optional Use of (Flashing Yellow (Continued)
Arrow) Traffic Control Devices (Mansourian)

06-12 No Parking Signs (Continued)
(City of San Francisco) (Fisher)

07-11 Veterans National Cemetery Signs (Introduction)
(Requested by Caltrans) (Henley)

07-12 Amendment to CA MUTCD Section 4E.08 Pedestrian Detectors (Introduction)
(Requested By Caltrans) (Henley)

07-13 Experimental Process With New Traffic Control Devices (Introduction)
(Requested By Caltrans) (Henley)

07-14 Process to Adopt Interim Approvals in California Issued by the FHWA (Introduction)
(Requested By Caltrans) (Henley)

07-15 Proposal to Adopt “Safety Awareness Zone Next  XX Miles” (Introduction)
(Requested By Caltrans) (Henley)

07-16 SB 848, as Amended, Corbett. Vehicles: Engineering and (Introduction)
Traffic Survey: Speed Trap. (Bahadori)
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07-17 Proposal for C17A (CA) ROAD WORK Plaque and Amendment to (Introduction)
CA MUTCD Section 6F.104 (Requested By Caltrans) (Henley)

07-18 Proposal to Amend FWY Detour With Arrow SC9 (CA) Sign (Introduction)
and Adopt Exit With Arrow Sign  - (Requested By Caltrans) (Henley)

6. Request for Experimentation

03-14 Numbering of Signalized Intersections (Continued)
(Final Report by the CVAG) (Babico)

00-03 Trucks Minimize Engine Brake Noise (Continued)
(Requested By Caltrans) (Henley)

07-19 Wildlife Corridor Signage (Introduction)
(Request by County of San Bernardino) (Babico)

07-20 Request for Permission to Experiment with “Hawk” (Introduction)
Traffic Control Devices (Requested Agency – City of Emeryville) (Borstel)

01-4 Tactile Pedestrian Indicator With Audible Information (Continued)
at the Crosswalk with IRWLs (In-Roadway Warning Lights) (Borstel)

7. Discussion Items

07-21 Proposal to Install Audible Features at the Uncontrolled Crosswalk (Introduction)
(Requested By Caltrans) (Henley)

8. Information Items - None

9. Tabled Item

06-7 MUTCD 2003 Revision No. 1 (Pharmacy Signing) (Continued)
(Proposed to Adopt Pharmacy Signing in CA) (Henley)

10. Next Meeting

11. Adjourn



CTCDC AGENDA June 7, 2007 Page 3 of 40

ITEM UNDER EXPERIMENTATION

99-12 Speed Striping FOR Smart Crosswalks (Meis)
(Experiment requested by Caltrans D7)

01-9 IN-ROADWAY WARNING LIGHTS AT R/R CROSSINGS (Meis)
(Experiment requests by CPUC in cooperation Kern Co. & City of Fresno)

04-9 Request to Experiment with “Watch The Road” Sign (Bahadori)
(Experiment Agency – Los Angles DOT)

04-10 Slow for the Cone Zone Sign (Meis)
(Experiment Agency – Caltrans)

04-12  Requests for experimentation with “Flashing Yellow Arrows” (Bahadori)
(Experiment Agency – City of Fullerton and Pasadena)

05-10 Proposal for the Watershed Boundary Signs (Meis)
(City of San Diego)
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STATUS OF CALTRANS ACTION ON PAST ITEMS

Item 01-1 U-TURN SIGNAL HEADS INDICATOR
Caltrans will develop appropriate standards to ensure visibility and make the U-turn
signal head indicator an official traffic control device by inclusion in the CA MUTCD.
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Public Hearing:
06-8 FHWA’s Interim Approval for Optional Use of (Flashing Yellow Arrow) Traffic Control

Devices.
Background: The CTCDC Chairman asked to place this letter on the agenda for the Committee’s review and to see
whether the Committee would reconsider Caltrans recommendations in regards to the FYA or not.
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06-12 No Parking Signs

During the last CTCDC meeting on February 15, 2007, John Fisher apprised the Committee in regards to
the work achieved by the Subcommittee on the letter received from the City/County of San Francisco
stating that they have a number of “No Parking” signs in the field that are not compliant with the CA
MUTCD or MUTCD.  The recommendations by the Subcommittee are attached separate as an
Attachment “Agenda Item 06-12 Subcommittee’s Report.”  These recommendations will be shared
with the full Committee and with public during the June 7, 2007 meeting for further action.
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07-11 Veterans National Cemetery Signs

BACKGROUND

The United States Congress authorized the Department of Veterans Affairs to establish eight (8) national
cemeteries in California.  Thus far, seven (7) national cemeteries have been established in California.
They are the Sacramento Valley VA, Riverside, San Joaquin Valley, Fort Rosecrans, Los Angeles, San
Francisco, and Golden Gate National Cemetery.

The Sacramento Valley VA National Cemetery, located 1.3 miles east of Interstate 80, requested a sign to
be installed at Midway Road exit in Solano County between the cities of Dixon and Vacaville.

IMPLEMENTATION

The Department, upon request from the Federal Department of Veterans Administration, will install one
sign in each direction of travel from the nearest State highway.  Districts may order and install new or
replacement signs or may have the signs ordered and installed by others under an encroachment permit.

The message would be as follows:

Caltrans ask the Committee to make recommendation to adopt “Veterans National Cemetery” sign as an
official sign.
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07-12 Amendment to Section 4E.08 Pedestrian Detectors of CA MUTCD

Background:  (Existing Language)

Caltrans standard practice is to install the Pedestrian Detectors (Pedestrians Push Buttons) at 1.0 meter
(3.4 Ft) mounting height above pavement/sidewalk.

California MUTCD recommends an approximate 1.1 meter (3.5 Ft) above the sidewalk should be used for
pedestrian push-button detectors.

Current Language: The current language in the CAMUTCD, chapter 4, Section 4E.08 Pedestrian
Detectors, under the second STANDARDS:

Standard:

If the pedestrian clearance time is sufficient only to cross from the curb or shoulder to a median of
sufficient width for pedestrians to wait and the signals are pedestrian actuated, an additional
pedestrian detector shall be provided in the median.

Guidance:

The use of additional pedestrian detectors on islands or medians where a pedestrian might become
stranded should be considered.

A mounting height of approximately 1.1 m (3.5 ft) above the sidewalk should be used for pedestrian
push-button detectors.

If used, special purpose push-buttons (to be operated only by authorized persons) should include a
housing capable of being locked to prevent access by the general public and do not need an instructional
sign.

Standard: (Proposed Language)
If the pedestrian clearance time is sufficient only to cross from the curb or shoulder to a median of
sufficient width for pedestrians to wait and the signals are pedestrian actuated, an additional
pedestrian detector shall be provided in the median.

A mounting height of 1.0 m (3.3 ft) above the sidewalk shall be used for pedestrian push-button
detectors.

Guidance:
The use of additional pedestrian detectors on islands or medians where a pedestrian might become
stranded should be considered.

A mounting height of approximately 1.1 m (3.5 ft) above the sidewalk should be used for pedestrian
push-button detectors.

Reasons:
The 1.0 meter (3.3 Ft) height of the Pedestrian Push buttons has been always the Caltrans
Standard design practice.
It is in compliance with the ADA requirement / guidelines.
The language including a "Shall" provide a design uniformity and consistency for all Pedestrian
Push Buttons installations
The CAMUTCD language for "an approximate height" would open door for various height
installation pending Contractors ' interpretation, specifically with the lack of percentage generated
due to the use of word "approximate".
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07-13 Experimental Process With New Traffic Control Devices
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07-14 Process to Adopt Interim Approvals in California Issued by the FHWA
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07-15 Proposal to Adopt “Safety Awareness Zone Next  XX Miles” Sign

Background:

97.01. The following segments are eligible for designation as Safety Awareness Zones pursuant to
97.02. Section 97.1:

(a) The Golden Gate Bridge.

97.1.  (a) A highway segment shall be designated as a Safety Awareness Zone if the all the following
conditions have been met:

   (1) The highway segment is eligible for designation under Section 97.01.

   (2) Each local governing body or bodies, with jurisdiction over the area or areas in which the eligible
segment is located, has adopted a resolution indicating its support for the designation as well as a Safety
Awareness Zone Plan addressing education, enforcement, and engineering measures intended to support
the designation.

   (3) If the highway segment is a state highway, the Safety Awareness Zone Plan has been approved by
the Director of Transportation and the Commissioner of the Department of the California Highway Patrol.

   (b) A Safety Awareness Zone designation shall be deemed effective immediately upon satisfaction of
all requirements pursuant to subdivision (a) and may remain in effect for a period not to exceed three
years from the effective date. The designation may be renewed for a period not to exceed three years.
Renewal of a designation for a highway segment that is a state highway shall require the approval by the
Director of Transportation and the Commissioner of the Department of the California Highway Patrol of
an updated Safety Awareness Zone Plan.

   (c) The department shall develop a sign to notify motorists of the presence of a Safety Awareness Zone,
and shall place and maintain the signs for as long as the designation is in effect pursuant to this section.

   (d) Presence of a Safety Awareness Zone does not increase the civil liability of the state or local
authority having jurisdiction over the highway segment under Division 3.6 (commencing with Section
810) of Title 1 of the Government Code or any other provision of law relating to civil liability.

   (e) Projects on a highway segment specified as a Safety Awareness Zone shall not be elevated in
priority for state funding purposes.

   (f) For purposes of this section, "highway" has the meaning set forth in Section 360 of the Vehicle
Code.

97.4.  (a) The segment of county highway known as Vasco Road, between the Interstate 580 junction in
Alameda County and the Walnut Boulevard intersection in Contra Costa County, shall be designated as a
Safety Enhancement-Double Fine Zone upon the approval of resolutions in that regard by the Alameda
and Contra Costa County Boards of Supervisors.

  (b) This section shall remain in effect only until January 1, 2010, and as of that date is repealed, unless a
later enacted statute, that is enacted before January 1, 2010, deletes or extends that date.
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The following two signs are for the CTCDC to review and recommend which one to adopt.  The
Committee could recommend different version:
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07-16 SB 848, as Amended, Corbett. Vehicles: Engineering and Traffic Survey: Speed Trap.

A discussion package for this item is included as an Attachment “Agenda Item 07-16 – SB848.”
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07-17 Proposal for C17A (CA) ROAD WORK Plaque

C17A (CA)
Proposal for C17A (CA) ROAD WORK Plaque:

This plaque is mounted above the R2-1 Speed Limit Sign for application on State highways, freeways;
and, on multi-lane urban arterial roadways where the 24” x 24” C17 (CA) is too small.

Per CVC 22362, Section 6F.104(CA) Road Work/Speed Limit Sign (C17(CA)):

Standard: (Current Policy)
The Road Work/Speed Limit Sign (C17(CA)) sign shall not be used on State highways.

Option: (Proposed Addition)
     Jurisdictions may use the Road Work/Speed Limit C17 (CA) sign to establish reduced Road Work/Speed Limit
areas on local streets and roads. However, on multi-lane urban arterial roadways and on State highways, appropriate
size ROAD WORK (C17A (CA)) plaque mounted above the Speed Limit (R2-1) sign may be used in combination to
establish reduced Road Work/Speed Limit areas, when workers are present.

     On State highways, ROAD WORK (C17A (CA)) plaque in combination with Speed Limit (R2-1); and, End Speed
Limit R3 (CA) signs may provide reduced speed limits within the work zone for the protection of workers, and public
safety, if the following conditions are met:

1. A Construction Engineer observes prevailing vehicle speeds within the construction zone that create a risk for
workers, and public safety; and, the Engineer requests reduced Road Work/Speed Limit areas be established
within the project limits, when workers are present.

2. The District Traffic Engineer, or their designee, analyzes prevailing speeds through the construction zone; and,
after consultation with the District Construction Engineer and the California Highway Patrol, and/or local law
enforcement, they develop consensus to establish a reduced Road Work/Speed Limit area, when workers are
present. The reduced Road Work/Speed Limit is jointly agreed upon in writing by the District Traffic Engineer
and the District Construction Engineer, or their designees, for a reduced Road Work/Speed Limit for a reduction
of the posted speed limit.

3. The reduced speed limit may be established 10 miles per hour below the existing posted speed limit; and, no
less than 25 miles per hour.
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4. The reduced Road Work/Speed Limit is posted a minimum distance of 400 feet in advance of where, and when
workers are present; and, the W3-5 Speed Limit Ahead, or, R2-4 (CA) reduced speed limit Zone Ahead sign
informs road users of the reduced Road Work/Speed Limit area.

5. Contracted law enforcement provides Construction Zone Enhanced Enforcement in the work zone; and, cites
violators of the reduced, prima facie Road Work/Speed Limit under the Basic Speed Law (CVC 22500) without
the use of radar enforcement or other electronic methods.

6. ROAD WORK (C17A (CA)) plaque in combination with the Speed Limit (R2-1), and End Speed Limit R3(CA)
sign are placed for use during working hours and removed, or, covered during non-working hours on State
Highways.

C17A (CA) in combination with R2-1 sign
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07-18 Proposal to Amend FWY Detour With Arrow Sign SC9 (CA) and Adopt Exit With Arrow
Sign

Currently in the CAMUTCD we have an approved sign FWY DETOUR with Arrow ( SC9(CA)).  It is
very useful in a work zone that utilizes detour.  It has a removable arrow that can be mounted to point any
direction needed.  It gives clear directions to the traffic as where to go.  However, this sign is limited to
size of 36”X36”.  Also it won’t be fitting if the detour is not setup for Freeways.

We are proposing to change the SC9(CA) Sign to DETOUR with Arrow sign.  Two changes will be
made.  1. Message modifications: The sign will have the message “DETOUR” with “FWY” as an option.
2. Size modification: The sign will be available in both 36”X36” and 48”X48”.

The Current policy states (Proposed to Delete):
CAMUTCD Section 6F.53. “Guidance: The FWY DETOUR with Arrow (SC9(CA)) sign should be used
to inform motorists of the direction to follow for a freeway detour.”

The new policy will state: “Guidance: The DETOUR with Arrow (SC9(CA)) sign should be used to
inform motorists of the direction to follow for a detour. The words FWY DETOUR may be substituted
for DETOUR, where applicable”

Sign code TBD SC9(CA)

Proposed EXIT with Arrow Sign (Sign code TBD)

Caltrans’ contractors has been using a diamond shaped EXIT with Arrow sign with great success.  It is
very similar in specifications and usage with the DETOUR with Arrow sign.  It also has a removable
arrow that can be mounted to point any direction needed.  It informs motorists of the direction to follow
for a freeway exit inside of a work zone.  It will only be available in the size of 48”X48”

This new policy will be added to Section 6F.28 of the CAMUTCD: “Guidance: The EXIT with Arrow
(SC**(CA)) sign should be used to inform motorists of the direction to follow for a freeway exit within a
work zone.”
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Experiment Requests:  

03-14 Numbering of Signalized Intersections

Coachella Valley Association of Governments (CVAG) obtained approval from the CTCDC on
September 13, 2003 to conduct experiment with numbering on signalized intersection.  CVAG has
submitted two preliminary reports and a final report on the experiment.  The numbering system was a
successful concept, embraced by the affected jurisdictions and the tourist oriented organizations for which
it was originally proposed.  CVAG requesting CTCDC to accept their conclusion and allow continuos use
of the numbering system in the Coachella Valley.
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00-3 Engine Brake Sign

During the August 2000 CTCDC meeting, City of Auburn was authorized to conduct experiment with
“Truckers Easy On the Engine Brake.”  The City of Auburn submitted a final report and the report was
discussed during the December 2002 CTCDC meeting.  Gerry Meis, Sponsor, of the item stated that the
Police Department conducted random interviews of people who live in the immediate area of Route 80
and Route 49 which is most affected by traffic noise.  Half of the individuals interviewed said that the
noise from engine brakes was about the same, and the other half said the noise was less.  The pre and post
noise data indicated a reduction in the noise level.  Gerry suggested that the item be tabled until more data
is available for the committee to make a final decision.  Other agencies have shown interest in installing
this sign on an experimental basis.  There were few inquiries about the status of the sign, however, none
of the agencies asked approval to conduct further study on the sign.

Since no other agency came forward to do further experimentation with this sign, Caltrans would like to
get opinion from the Committee members for further course of action.
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07-19 Wildlife Corridor Signage
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07-20 Request for Permission to Experiment with “Hawk” Traffic Control Devices
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01-4 Tactile Pedestrian Indicator With Audible Information

The City of Santa Cruz installed the pedestrian indicator with audible devices on highway I with local
streets.  The City has submitted one preliminary report on December 10, 2001 and subsequent to that
there was no update provided by the City.  However, on May 20, 2004, Caltrans adopted the California
Supplement along with MUTCD and these devices were adopted officially in California.  Since, the
devices has been adopted in California officially, staff request to the Committee to make recommendation
to remove this item from the “On-going Experimentation” list.  The following message was received from
the City of Santa Cruz:

"Christophe Schneiter" <CSchneiter@ci.santa-cruz.ca.us>

04/19/2007 04:45 PM
To <devinder_singh@dot.ca.gov>
cc
Subject Audible pedestrian signals for vision impaired
persons

Mr. Singh,

Thank you for providing the information on the City’s original request for the audible pedestrian
devices on Mission Street/State Route 1, as a test location. Due to the departure of the Traffic
Engineer following the installation and limited staffing since that time, the department was not
able to complete the final report. I agree that the MUTCD adequately addresses our original
request and that this item does not need to be scheduled for the CTCDC. I hope this email is
adequate to closeout this issue. Please contact me if you need additional information.

Sincerely,
Christophe J. Schneiter
Assistant Director/City Engineer
City of Santa Cruz Public Works
831-420- 5422
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7 Discussion Items:
07-21 Proposal to Install Audible Features at the Uncontrolled Crosswalk
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9. Tabled Item

06-13 Proposal to Amend Section 7B.08 and 7B.12 (School Zone Signs)

 The City of Santa Ana requested to table this item until they determine the cost and resources
conducting an experiment.  In addition, they also want to work with the national committee for
the proposed changes.


